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Workshop from Home with Milo Berezin
Resources for February 19, 2026

e Milo works out of a second-floor home studio that’s about 10 x 24 sqg-ft (3 x 7.3 sg-m).
His kiln is out in the garage.

e He uses Standard Clay Company’s #308 Brooklyn Red clay, but will touch on how he
adapts his techniques to different firing temperatures and clay bodies of various colors.
Avoid heavily grogged clays.

e Milo bisque fires to cone 04, and glaze fires to a hot cone 6-7.

e All of Milo’s work is hand-built, primarily using slabs—slab coils, soft-slab-building, and
slab press molds. He loves the efficiency of slab building and makes use of every piece
with very few scraps to reclaim. Some of Milo’s work is pinched or traditionally coiled.

e Some of Milo’s favorite tools are carving tools he makes himself. For decorating, his go-
to tools are a cheap milk frother, fan brushes (prefers size 4 and 6), Mayco soft fan
brushes, and script liner brushes (prefers size 2, 4, and 6). For building, his favorite tools
are a potter’s thumb, the Mudtools red rib and small shredder, Mudtools conical
shredding tool, a plastic ruler with raised markings paired with a needle tool, and the
Princeton Catalyst polytip bristle #4 short filbert brush with long handle.

e He mixes his own slip, which is a version of Robin Hopper’s Ubiquitous Slip (recipe
below) that was modified to be a little more vitreous at cone 6. Other slips and firing
temperatures can work but need to be tested for translucency and compatibility on top
of underglaze.

e For underglazes, Milo has the most consistent success with Amaco Velvets, but he does
incorporate a few colors from Kiwi, Mayco, and Standard.

e Milo uses a zinc-free clay glaze recipe (listed below) that was shared at his old
community studio by Kevin Snipes.

Sgraffito/Carving Tools
e DIY options:
o Carving tool supplies

= A few squared wooden chopsticks (like from takeout restaurants) or
similar for a handle—you could also use an unsharpened pencil, an old
tool handle, a squared off dowel, etc.

= Aluminum roll flashing (a full roll will last you an eternity, or share with
your potter friends)

= Scissors

= Electrical tape
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https://www.standardclay.com/products/308-brooklyn-red-clay
https://www.amazon.com/Powerful-Frother-Handheld-Cappuccino-Chocolate/dp/B09TT9TFSN/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?th=1
https://artistpaintbrush.com/search.asp?keyword=royal+natural+goat+fan
https://seattlepotterysupply.com/products/mayco-cb618-8-soft-fan-brush?currency=USD&variant=34096716775563&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Google%20Shopping&stkn=46bf3a85acb0&utm_campaign=PMax_campaign_for_209390&utm_source=google&utm_medium=pmax_campaign&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=17510283247&gbraid=0AAAAACGsa5GLE-GykmU-r_NKrNW25Kcda&gclid=Cj0KCQiAhtvMBhDBARIsAL26pjGGPx-wVMjqQLy0soO42IhhL42vSfR4LjaAI5pdfl5JvYBBdIqRYm8aAsT4EALw_wcB
https://seattlepotterysupply.com/products/mayco-cb618-8-soft-fan-brush?currency=USD&variant=34096716775563&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Google%20Shopping&stkn=46bf3a85acb0&utm_campaign=PMax_campaign_for_209390&utm_source=google&utm_medium=pmax_campaign&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=17510283247&gbraid=0AAAAACGsa5GLE-GykmU-r_NKrNW25Kcda&gclid=Cj0KCQiAhtvMBhDBARIsAL26pjGGPx-wVMjqQLy0soO42IhhL42vSfR4LjaAI5pdfl5JvYBBdIqRYm8aAsT4EALw_wcB
https://artistpaintbrush.com/Royal-Gold-Single-Brushes_c_63.html?applyfilter=mULRMoE%2FYTtPYaQgTSudinVBxcq9QCtA7veAA9BvMlhs9x4EtavD735U6RW1lC42RFvpAYWhwfvS%0D%0Aa5065U0gNprP3cCrxNGh
https://mudtools.com/products/polymer-rib-shape-0?srsltid=AfmBOopbBvV_0jQwHxCkDzBjITzFiY-f4obCmmPDKJ6jBdJDSecM0MWF
https://mudtools.com/products/shredder-small?_pos=1&_sid=3f37c6ad4&_ss=r
https://www.baileypottery.com/mudtools-conical-shredder.html
https://www.baileypottery.com/mudtools-conical-shredder.html
https://www.dickblick.com/items/princeton-catalyst-polytip-bristle-brush-short-filbert-long-handle-size-4/?clicktracking=true&wmcp=pla&wmcid=items&wmckw=06421-1404&country=us&currency=usd&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=PLA_ProfTier2&utm_id=21394518861&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21394518861&gbraid=0AAAAAD_wX_Eaed0-mYYGX9G2Xq4SoT1f3&gclid=CjwKCAiA3-3KBhBiEiwA2x7FdJv5EVoowkEsOwSeL7AwOoGgwdGfqp2vaBQsIFZL72l4zKcR43CTdBoCIi4QAvD_BwE
https://shop.amaco.com/glazes-underglazes/underglazes/v-velvet-underglaze/
https://kiwiunderglaze.com/?srsltid=AfmBOorAvg5-8d9a53Z031ZiOrS3ZQmbLHfz2CU0k3uUZQ88aYcm9dYu
https://www.maycocolors.com/color/fired/fundamentals-underglazes/
https://www.standardclay.com/collections/liquid-underglaze
https://www.homedepot.com/pep/Amerimax-Home-Products-10-in-x-10-ft-Aluminum-Roll-Valley-Flashing-68310/100054269

o Sgraffito stylus supplies
= 2-mm clutch lead holder. Alternatively, you can use a single- or double-
sided pin vise like these.
= Diamond tipped Dremel bits in various sizes—Milo prefers ball tips
ranging from 0.5 to 3mm.
e Commercial tool options:
o BuschKraft Dragonfly carving tool system
o Sanbao sgraffito stylus tools
o Diamond Core
= Fine Point carving tools - especially FP4 and FP1
= Sgraffito stylus tools
o Kemper WS wire stylus, can also be found at many pottery suppliers. Nice
inexpensive carving tool but wears out quickly and ineffective on a drier pot.
e Zinc-free clear glaze suitable for dark clay bodies:
o Amaco’s HF-9 zinc-free clear is a good commercial option
o Milo’s recipe is listed below
e Damp boxes: technically optional, but extremely useful

Glazing Materials

Original Robin Hopper’s Ubiquitous Slip
Cone 04-12

Any Feldspar 5%
Any Ball Clay 75
Any Kaolin 10
Silica 10
100%

Milo Berezin’s Modified RH Ubiquitous Slip

Cone 6-7

Minspar 20%
Nepheline Syenite 4
EPK Kaolin 8
OM4 Ball Clay 60
Silica 8

100%
Notes: I'm using an adapted version of a flexible slip recipe from Robin Hopper. The original
Robin Hopper recipe works well but is not very vitreous at mid-range temperatures. My
changes make it more suitable at cone 6. Other white slips and engobes can also work, but test,
test, test!
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https://www.amazon.com/Lead-Holder-Pencil-2-0mm-MH500NM/dp/B001VBCQ40
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B09M87Y4H9/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B09M87Y4H9/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0BXDMSJ42/?th=1
https://buschkraft.shop/collections/all-pottery-tools
https://www.chinaclayart.com/collections/pottery-tools-1/products/sgraffito-stylus-tool
https://diamondcoretools.com/
https://diamondcoretools.com/collections/fine-point-carving-tools/products/fp4-fine-point-javelin-carving-tool
https://diamondcoretools.com/collections/fine-point-carving-tools/products/fp1-fine-point-pottery-carving-tool
https://diamondcoretools.com/collections/sgraffito-tools-1?filter.p.m.custom.blade_tip_shape=Diamond+Stylus
https://www.amazon.com/Kemper-Tools-Clay-Pottery-Stylus/dp/B00TSPOGFI
https://shop.amaco.com/hf-9-zinc-free-clear/

Kevin Snipe’s Clear Glaze

Cone 6-7

Gillespie Borate 28.6%

Minspar 43.8

EPK Kaolin 12.4

Silica 15.2
100.0%

Add:

Bentonite 1.9%

Notes: This recipe is adapted from a clear formulated by Kevin Snipes for use at a community
studio. If you prefer commercial glazes, | recommend Amaco HF-9 Zinc-Free Clear. Whatever
you choose, make sure it is zinc-free!

Links from Milo Berezin:

Website: www.miloberezin.com

Instagram: www.instagram.com/miloberezin
Facebook: www.facebook.com/miloberezin
Email: miloberezin@gmail.com

Ceramic Arts Network is an online community serving active potters and ceramic artists
worldwide, as well as those who are interested in finding out more about this craft.
CeramicArtsNetwork.org provides a wide array of tools for learning about and improving skills
in the ceramic arts, and a place for artists to share ideas and perspectives about how their art
and life interact to shape each other.

CeramicArtsNetwork.org provides free daily newsletters, access to Ceramics Monthly and
Pottery Making Illlustrated magazines, membership to the International Ceramic Artists
Network (ICAN), and links you to all the related products and services that these groups offer.

CeramicArtsNetwork.org is owned and managed by The American Ceramic Society, a more than
120-year-old non-profit organization that promotes the professional needs of the international
ceramic arts community.

Access hundreds of the best clay art videos online anytime, anywhere! Our video streaming
service CLAYflicks provides access to the entire catalog of the Ceramic Arts Network’s pottery
video series—professionally produced instructional pottery videos with some of the top
ceramic artists working in the field! CLAYflicks also features original programming such as Sights
& Ceramics, a travel show exploring clay communities around the world, and Talking Clay, a
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http://www.instagram.com/miloberezin
http://www.facebook.com/miloberezin
mailto:miloberezin@gmail.com
https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/
http://www.clayflicks.org/
https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/clayflicks/clayflicks-exclusives/sights-ceramics
https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/clayflicks/clayflicks-exclusives/sights-ceramics
https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/clayflicks/clayflicks-exclusives/talking-clay

conversational program hosted by Simon Levin featuring interviews with artists working in the
field about anything from aesthetics, to process, to business and anything in between!
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