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• Elizabeth’s home studio is a 9x23 ft (2.75x7 m) screened-in porch. It has ample room for 
a Thomas Stuart wheel, wedging table, worktable, assorted shelving, utility sink, and an 
L&L e23T-3 kiln and kiln vent. Because the house is built from wood, she has four layers 
of cement board under the kiln, plus a single-layer cement board wall between the kiln 
and the siding. The sink gets water from a garden hose; it has a glaze pre-rinse bucket 
above the drain and a clay trap bucket below, with hosing that allows water to then 
drain into the yard. She has a dedicated space in the basement for mixing glazes.  

o The porch studio works well during the spring and fall but can be challenging in 
the hottest and coldest months of the year. When she stopped having company 
over during the pandemic, she got in a seasonal habit of moving her wheel into 
the entryway of her house when she needed temperature control. Elizabeth lays 
a piece of thin fiberboard down on the floor then covers it with a 72x88 in 
(183x223.5 cm) tarp. She then puts the wheel in the middle and surrounds it 
with a hand-built protective screen (a 3-wall, hinged wooden frame covered in 
plastic sheeting) to contain splatters. She said she is a tidy thrower, so this feels 
like a safe enough way to minimize inhalation hazards. 

• For Elizabeth’s pierced work, she primarily uses Highwater Clays’ Little Loafers (a white 
porcelaneous stoneware) and Earthen Red (a red stoneware). Aside from being lovely to 
work with, these clays contain no grog, which is helpful when she sponges pierced 
pieces to soften sharp edges. Highwater Clays, like many businesses in Western North 
Carolina, was devastated by hurricane Helene. While they rebuild, she is supplementing 
her now-precious remaining supply of Little Loafers with another pleasantly responsive 
white stoneware, Kentucky Mudworks’ Iceman. 

• She bisque fires to cone 05 and glaze fires to cone 6.  

• Almost all her work is wheel thrown or wheel thrown and altered. 

• Elizabeth does not use slips, underglazes, or stains on her pierced work. Her favorite 
glaze is Ronald [Boersen]’s Minty Matte (recipe listed below). 

• She teaches and occasionally makes work at the community studio, Claymakers, in 
Durham, NC, where she greatly appreciates the staff and studio assistants who keep the 
place humming. 

 
 

https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/
https://highwaterclays.com/products/little-loafers-cone-5-6
https://highwaterclays.com/products/wet-clay-earthen-red-c-06-5
https://kymudworks.com/products/iceman-5-6
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Elizabeth Paley’s Favorite Tools 

Bill van Gilder’s hole cutting tool 
It is great for cutting circular holes of various 
sizes. When I need shorter tools, or uniform-
width holes rather than beveled ones, I use 
assorted sizes of Kemper hole cutters with 
the wooden handles removed. 

Fiskars fingertip loop detail knife 
My preferred tool for free-hand carving, but 
an X-Acto knife works fine too. 

A small, stiff paintbrush is helpful for 
compressing spots at risk of cracking. 

A small sponge is useful for softening and 
tidying up the edges of the cuts. 

Table-top scissor jack 
This helps to make it easier to avoid craning 
my neck. And reading glasses are helpful for 
close-up detail work. 

Dirty Girls Wire Tool 

Dolan Trimming tool  

 
 
 
Glazing Materials 
Ronald’s Minty Matte 
Cone 6 
Dolomite    16.20% 
Gerstley Borate   13.80 
Whiting    2.30 
Nepheline Syenite   31.20 
EPK Kaolin    21.90 
Silica     14.60 
   100.00% 
Add: 
Cobalt Carbonate     0.25% 
Rutile       5.00% 
Bentonite      2.00% 
 
Elizabeth substitutes Gillespie borate for Gerstley borate. It’s a lovely feathery, variegated 
matte blue, with flecks of mossy green and yellow. Glazing pierced work has challenges, and 
Ronald’s Minty Matte is wonderfully forgiving. For reasons she’ll explain during the workshop, 
Elizabeth prefers lighter glaze colors over darker ones. She also uses at times, the Jen’s Juicy 
Fruit Glaze: https://glazy.org/recipes/96718. 
 

Links from Elizabeth Paley: 

Website: https://geekpots.com 
Instagram: @geekpots 

https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/
https://www.vangilderpottery.com/online-store/Hole-Cutter-p93772579
https://www.michaels.com/product/fiskars-softgrip-fingertip-loop-detail-knife-10442886
https://stonylab.com/products/b09mtz6f88-lab-jack?variant=43639349346562
https://dirtygirlspotterytools.com/collections/dirty-girls-ergonomic-cutoff-wire
https://www.baileypottery.com/c-096-511.html?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=17491133999&gbraid=0AAAAAD_g8K0W77jOIcVLnKa9Yyz2q6OXH&gclid=CjwKCAjwiezABhBZEiwAEbTPGAfaMkt89kWBxeMUO5yracazB-l2yXBtD8pWfaVYUreEICopCsKs6xoCnzIQAvD_BwE
https://glazy.org/recipes/96718
https://geekpots.com/
https://geekpots.com/
https://www.instagram.com/geekpots/
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Email: geekpots@gmail.com  

 

Ceramic Arts Network is an online community serving active potters and ceramic artists 
worldwide, as well as those who are interested in finding out more about this craft. 
CeramicArtsNetwork.org provides a wide array of tools for learning about and improving skills 
in the ceramic arts, and a place for artists to share ideas and perspectives about how their art 
and life interact to shape each other. 
 
CeramicArtsNetwork.org provides free daily newsletters, access to Ceramics Monthly and 
Pottery Making Illustrated magazines, membership to the International Ceramic Artists 
Network (ICAN), and links you to all the related products and services that these groups offer. 
 
CeramicArtsNetwork.org is owned and managed by The American Ceramic Society, a more than 
120-year-old non-profit organization that promotes the professional needs of the international 
ceramic arts community. 
 
Access hundreds of the best clay art videos online anytime, anywhere! Our video streaming 
service CLAYflicks provides access to the entire catalog of the Ceramic Arts Network’s pottery 
video series—professionally produced instructional pottery videos with some of the top 
ceramic artists working in the field! CLAYflicks also features original programming such as Sights 
& Ceramics, a travel show exploring clay communities around the world, and Talking Clay, a 
conversational program hosted by Simon Levin featuring interviews with artists working in the 
field about anything from aesthetics, to process, to business and anything in between! 

https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/
mailto:geekpots@gmail.com
https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/
http://www.clayflicks.org/
https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/clayflicks/clayflicks-exclusives/sights-ceramics
https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/clayflicks/clayflicks-exclusives/sights-ceramics
https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/clayflicks/clayflicks-exclusives/talking-clay

